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West 8: Schouwburgplein

1990/1997

e position of Schouwburgplein —in the heart of the olty,
between shops, offices and Rottordam Centeal Station, and
flanked by the municipal theatve and the 1 hall

complex— s an el promdsiog, Yer until of late (0 was a
ditapidated, cheerless place with no character o speak of, 1t
sits on e roof of an anderground car park long due for an
overhaul (the rool was caving o and cks wore appearing)
West 8% design of 1990 signitied a major breakthrough in the
devision- King process in the city, i that it revealed the
square’s qualities as a void, while the concept of an ultralight
floor ruled oul an expensive renovation for the parking garage.
1992 saw the ¢ ence of the seheme 1o erect o megai-

cinema in the v, and west 8 were ashed oo modify their
original proposal o accommuodate it The objective of the

1 s o intensily the square’s use, 1 int s
ouwburgplein as the city's stage with th vline as both s
cand its physical hmits, The design retains the void and
dctivittes only the ground plane by raising it 35 contimetres
above street level,

The layout of the square is based on the sunlighting and the
expected uses contingent on it at different hours of the day,
This arrangement into zones is expressed in the mosaic of
materials on the floor, The zone along the development on the
west side has a poured epoxy floor with silver leaves; that on
the east side, which is 1 the lor is the most logical
place for a long beneh, and is furth wuted in warm
miterials like wood and rubber. The ventilation towers of the
parking garage in the strip beyond are clad with gauze
structures fifteen metres high and graced with clocks,
advertising facilities and gera 5. The cer ca of the
square has a deck of metal panels and a hardwood play area,
Connections for electricity and water, as well as facilities 1o
receive tent posts and fencing for temporary events, are built
into the floor, At night fluorescent ibes below the partially
perforated deck transform the square into a nebula of ligght.
Lighting set beneath the edge of the raised deck gives the
suggestion that the square is Noating. An additional attraction
is the quartet of hydraulic lighting masts 35 metres tall wheose
configuration changes every hour, Members of the public can
ehange the position of the lights themselves by inserting a
eoin. In summer there is a water feature for children
comprising a stream, a geyser and hidden sprays all embedded
i streip of granite, Thus, the square changes at the hands of
s users from hour 1o hour, day and night, summer and

o
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