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Atthe other end of the spectium we have the litestyle vanant, Dganic vegely.
Dles mvight appeal to s mainly because they taste better than non-organic aller
natives, of perhaps because we ke the idea thal they were grown without using
chemicale. I the same way, tradibonabism can be prelerred for aesthelic rea.
wong, edther for its appearance or because we ke to think that this type of bysg.
ing could have existed centunes ago, or will sl exist for centurtes t come

How should we categorise the devotees of organic products and traditionatist
architecture? Does a preference for slow food [as the traditiohal, natural al.
ternative to Tast food | reflect conservatism or progressiveness? Do the cham-
prons of organic food yearn to relurn to a lime before faod became a proceseed
industrial product? Are they the precursors of a new age in which man will take
better care of his world? Or are organic products simply meeling a growing
demand for gourmet foods?

The same questions can be asked of contemparary traditionalist architec-
ture, I it fulfilling a need to retum to @ past in which the streets were not
choked with ears and hot every square metre was built on? s it the beginning
ol a re-evaluation following a century of architectonic innovation? Or is con-
imnporaty raditwnalism simply serving a niche matkel, in the same way as
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I @ Droader context, traditionalist architetture and organic products can be
(AT 26 & rosponse 1o what the dmencan SoCiolngist George Riter calls
e globaleation of othing. I the book of the same name [Landan/ New Delhi:
Thousand Daks, 2004) Ritzer describes the massive spread of varfous foris of
H0thing. Fast-tood restaurants, sell-service, brandeg clothing and call contree
Iy hll Vi these are al examples of the ‘gobatization of hothing', and are the
posil _Il-rlll Places, real service, unique objects, and personal attention,
s ndertying argument is thal, under the influence of alobalisation and
\i5H Mare and ore is leading fo less and less. The overwhelim-
s nothinghess has provoked a reaction. 2 newappreciationa!
pecific and the authentic, The furore caused by traditionalism
1oday s world is one expression o s
harehitecture is more than  by-product o globalisation.
Curent luritorm and in many respects frag-
and inovalion, new trends and
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