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In the decades ahead, Rotterdam’s Waalhaven will become the scene of a large-scale transformation
process. With the creation of the Maasvlakte 2, the trend started by the Maasvlakte | - a shift
westwards/seawards of port aperations - is continued. As a result, Jand will be freed up in the coming years
for new economic activity.

The Port of Rotterdam Authority s therefore gearing its efforts towards boosting interest in the area by
allowing new developments, so that more potential future businesses will realise the opportunities offered
by the Waalhaven. These developments could make a start by enhancing the quality of the accommodation
in the area without forming an obstacle to the future transformation process.

As commissioned by the Port of Rotterdam Authority and in collaboration with ‘Rotterdam Municipal
Warks', Ector Hoogstad Architects investigated the possibility of creating office space in the Waalhaven.
The most suitable location tumed out to be the Waalhaven Zuidzijde, where there would be minimum
obstacles and no disruption to other commercial activity. Furthermore, this location, with its spectacular
views over the water, provides an excellent location for top-grade, port-related office activities.

The Port City PrOZIAM consits of four office buidings, each with a flor area of
around 8000 m2 (gross) and one parking space for every 40m2 of office area —a generous ratio, which
makes the location even more attractive. The parking solution was a decisive decision here. Following
research, the chosen solution was an area of reclaimed land, with a half-submerged multi-storey car park
on top (1.e. lower than the adjoining ground level, but still higher than the probable highest water level),
which will have natural ventilation. A massive wooden ‘ship’s deck” will cover all this, topped by a public
area from where it will be possible to enjoy one of Rotterdam’s most beautiful and spectacular port views.
To supplement the office activity, there will also be space here for cafés, sports facilities and art. On a
larger planning scale, this intervention could be seen s the first and most easterly in a series of “moored
decks” along the Waalhaven Zuidzijde.

The orientation and situation of the buildings on the deck take account of the view from the buildings and
transparency ~ from the water and street as well as the important approach from the junction to the
southeast of the area. In addition, the structure of the buildings will be inspired by optimum and rational
coordination with the parking level.

It il be up o verous architeets to work out the arhitectural detalls 1k many portareas, this area s not
subjectt th usual building regulations). They willbe guided inthis by & number of bsic rule, a clear
idea of what te projet is expecte o look ke and 2 small supervisory team, including  representativ of
Ector Hoogstad Architets, which il monior the archilectural quality ofthe plans. Thejoint design
challenge consistsof finding theright relaionship betwee varied conirast and harmonious cohesion. On
the ek, a mariime amosphere will dominate, created by the provimity tothe water and the esign and
mateialisaton f the public spece. n the architecure to, thre wil be an atempt 0 use maitme
refrence, s as ship's rchitectue (ight, cear and industial), emphasising the image of a vessel n
Moorings.

Inthe meantime, it furns ot that there isplety of inerest among potential tenants andlor uyers for this
“arandstand” n the port of Roterdam. Further laboration of the plans s well under way, as i the inifl
design phase of a mumber o the offce buikings.
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