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Arhitectura contemporana

Hans Ibelings: ‘ "
"Unmodern Architecture in Netherlands

eseu

Amost unnoticed among the controversial projects and ideas from firms such
e Rem Koolhaass Offic for Metropoltan Avchitecture, MVRDV and UN Studio,
a compltel new style o arhitcture hs evolied nthe Netherlands In recent
years:a conlemporary tradtonalism that can best be described 35 unmoger

Unmodern archtecture i the Netherlands has been shaped by the work of
arelatively small roup of architects who wark together i ever-changing part-
nerships: oeters Van Eldonk Ponec, Gunnar Daan/Docke van Wieren, Molenar
& Van Winden, Scals, Mullenes & Mulleners, RappsRapp ang foreign archi-
tects such as Charles Vandenhove, Krer & Kol Kollhaf ung Timmermann
and Adolfo Natalini.

Characteristcof st ofthe Dutch arhitects ntis group s that they re-
Gardadherence toa patculr style as a consrant rather than a positive qual-
ity Almost every contemporary tradtionalist draws on a wide range of styes,
renging ntime and appearance from Neadassicsm o the Amsterdam Schoal,
from tradiiona to enirly contemporary. This eclectcim i the outcome of
Whal Sjoerd Soeters refers 1y by analogy with NATO's Cold War strategy, s
a flenbl respnse. By Comparson,the wark of expanents of unmodern z-
chitecture from outside the Netherlands has a stronger personal signature.
I theseforeig archies who, through warking on commisions in the
Netherlands from the beginning o the 19905, have paved the way for contem-
porarytraditionaism i hs courtry. Moreover, they have convinced several of
FDhcontempurarishlhere s n et tothe modernism that
S0 rominentin al s forms n Dutch architecture, even when
S Causing a st elsewhere n the warlg.
adionalsmhas s ot n that postmodernism or, o be
e Etpes et ta e o e e
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