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The Maurer House - the Study of a Saxon Farm in the Neighborhood of the Fortified Church (1) - the House and the Farm

The studied parcel is located in the very neighborhood of the fortified nucleus from Dealu Frumos, in the South of it. 

The street in the south of the fortified nucleus, perpendicular on the main circulation that links Dealu Frumos with Agnita and Sibiu, is borded with two storey buildings with one storey annexes and starts with the dominating building of the German School.


It is easy to distinguish a hierarchy of the paths in function of the dimensions and the kind of pavement.

The urban area has a spatial organization which is typical for the Saxon type, consisting in elongated buildings disposed perpendicularly on the road, with more decorated facades through the public space (stucco etc.), with a free space of vast dimensions between the buildings and bordered by a high fence in masonry in which a large gate for the carts and a small one for pedestrians are opened, the parcels being closed on the rear side by cereal storages disposed parallel to the street.


The general conformation is one of a semi-opened yard, a sheltered space in which buildings are not linked between them but leave opened areas through the fields. The space of the yard is divided in different areas with different predetermined functions.

 The finish of the walls is a mortar applied in more layers. So, we can distinguish: the base layer - rough, with a thickness of about 1.5 cm., from lime and sand mortar, smoothing layer in the same type of mortar but with smaller particles, lime-based painting in white-ivory on the smoothing layer, on which layers of different colors can be distinguished: light blue and pale yellow with a thickness inferior to 0.5 millimeters and above all a pictorial pellicle in chromed dark yellow. 

A white bolded plaster used for underlining the cornices and columns can be observed. It constitutes a sober decoration with the purpose of underlining the architectural elements. Decoration elements are all painted in white, without traces of other color, which could demonstrate an intention to imitate decoration elements in white stone or marble of more important buildings analyzed in other contexts. The suggested columns are lacking of a base and capitel. 

The windows have the carpentry painted in green, with opaque decorated stores at the upper side and horizontal poles at the inferior one. 

CONCLUSIONS

The analyzed building does no present an excessive state of degradation because of the good conditions in which the roof was kept. However, the abandon of the function of dwelling (the family moved to one of the annexes) brought the lack of a constant maintenance which should have been a warranty for the keeping in a good state of plasters, windows, cornices etc. and so these elements were damaged. The biggest problem is humidity from the foundation which provokes the imbuement of elements in stone or brick with reduced porosity and produces their disintegration in conditions of freezing and unfreezing. 

The natural mode to maintain a building appears to be the one to get a new function for it, possibly one which is compatible with the one for which it has been created. 

The idea of the creation of a contact point between the private area (the farm) and the public one, with the possibility to obtain genuine products, but also as a symbolic contact between the present and the past, through a small museum, constitutes in our opinion not only a manner of conserving and converting the architectural object but also an occasion for local community to find again its roots, to auto represent itself. 
