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Our study was based on a series of comments upon the existing materials and the conferences we attended during the workshop. The situation in Dealu Frumos seems to exclude a general approach as the majority of the projects are pointing either to the Saxon church or various houses, of individual interest; thus, the restoration works are less efficient as long as the efforts are not corroborated in a general strategy of local revitalization. This objective is clearly more complex as it involves both regaining of values, conservation and social-communitarian issues.

This is why we chose the subject of the main square in Dealu Frumos as a start point to our investigation on revitalizing the village, aiming to its central area as a future push-button for the entire dwelling. Following a number of analysis, which include the history of evolution and changes in the community, it was obvious that the fortified church and its compound were the central point up to the ‘90s, when the Saxons left. These places are currently not only without use, nearly abandoned but have also lost the spiritual relevance as the orthodox church is now the significant one. On the other hand, we can’t neglect its historical monument value and status of main landmark.

Meanwhile, the space identified as "main square" has never been the meeting or manifestation place (that was the compound); it is just an enlarged street cross due to its neighbor church. The present issue is not that it lacks central endowments or activities but the fact there are no appropriated spaces to sustain them.

Dealing with these matters led to some suggestions and proposals. A simple reorganization of the square, though necessary, is not valid in terms of spaces, identity or revitalization. A better solution would be the development of the central area as the line between the fortified church and the orthodox one, including the "square" as an enlargement of that particular head. The profile of this axis will change along different segments, which would adapt to various functions as it does not only consists of the street within or the rehabilitation of its infrastructure/ utilities but of the neighboring households as well; whether functional or not, these can be changed in order to be able to takeover other types of activities (now missing), closer to the typical central ones. Subsequently in this axial-alveolar typology we have the development of the square, as a more generous multifunctional space, in which the monument would stand out accordingly to its potential.

There for, every component of this axis brings a meaning more to the complex, making it more powerful, uniform and coherent. As a common "must-be" in the restoration of an architectural object, there should be taken in consideration a wider opening to the public exterior space, because this object can no more be valued independently. From another point of view, the villagers can be actively part of these transformations, by involving them directly, in a personal touch that would make the transition period in which they adapt to the modified space much shorter.

The importance of these local regeneration sketches comes also from its investigation methods and conclusions that can be replicated or amplified to other points and other scale. Not saying we have developed a model, but a place revitalized in such a way becomes more valuable and attractive while its initially divided landmarks better outstand in a more particular picture.

 

