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PRESENTATION OF THE PROJECT
(translated and abridged after the original Romanian version)
The Dealu Frumos fortified church is one of the most valuable element of an heritage left by the Saxons, whose civilization had a great influence over this part of Romania during the last eight centuries. That is the reason why almost all the studies and projects concerning this village of Transylvania were made in order to consolidate and renovate this church and its ancient walls and towers, while the buildings outside the citadel were forgotten.
But we must keep in mind that the village itself is the reason for having built this entire system of fortifications around the old roman church. Of course, the citadel stands in the middle of Dealu Frumos, but it could not have been imagined without all its surroundings. So, we consider that they should not be regarded as less important than the fortified church and we are absolutely sure that an analysis of the dwellings around the church would be of the utmost interest in preserving the local community, as well as the Saxon heritage of this village.
Because of the short time we had to complete our study, we decided to concentrate our analysis over a single row of houses, just in front of the eastern facade of the citadel. We think that this is the most important limit of the central place of Dealu Frumos (apart the citadel, of course). It would be also important to note that the great architectural value of these houses is the reason for which we started this analysis, along with a preliminary project.

Most part of these buildings are in a quite poor condition – it is a known fact that the Saxons left Romania at the beginning of the 1990s, but without giving up their properties in Transylvania. So, we are dealing with a paradox, in which we have a socially deserted area, full of beautiful houses whose owners did not even care to rent or sell to somebody else.
We think that before performing any kind of renovation or even transformation in the inside and/or in the outside of these buildings, we must be sure of the safety of their structure. In order to obtain that, we made an analysis of the main problems that can be noticed just by looking at the facades. The structural or non-structural disorders have been written down, sketched and photographed on location. After that, we established an order of these problems, according to the materials on which they were observed and to their importance (coatings, brick or stone masonries, damage caused by inhabitants, biological disorders, etc. ).
Eventually, we completed the preliminary project for the row of houses and the drawings have a certain number of codes showing the different types of measures that should be taken in order to eliminate the problems listed during the first part of our analysis. We finally established four types of operations, concerning removal, cleaning, consolidating and protecting one or more parts of all the analyzed facades.
